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Frequently Asked Questions
The New Suite of Systems

1. How does the commitment process work and what is the flow through
the systems?

Under business rule #2 formal commitment accounting will be
required. You can check the Joint Concept of Operations for
additional information on the business rules at
www.dfas.mil/library. One data element for the EDI 850 and EDI
860 transaction sets is the Commitment Identification Number
(CIN). Each CIN is associated with a single line of Accounting.
When contracts are issued, the line of Accounting is associated
with the applicable Contract Line Item Number (CLIN). The DCD
contains the relationship between the Contract Number, the CIN
and the CLIN. The DCD also validates that sufficient commitment
monies are available before an obligation is created.

2. What is the format of a commitment identification number (CIN)?

The commitment identification number (CIN) is a unique number
associated with a specific line of accounting (LOA) used to
record and track a commitment in the accounting system. It may
be transmitted as a single number or as a number plus a suffix,
not to exceed 30 characters in length. The business rules can be
found at www.dfas.mil/library

3. How will the obligations be recorded in the new system?

Obligations shall be recorded in the accounting system at
CLIN/SLIN/ELIN level and mapped back to the purchase requisition
line item level or the commitment identification number (CIN) or
summarized by the funding source at the PR level as designated by
the applicable funds manager. Business rule #5.

4. What is the current expectation regarding the structure of
contracts in the future suite of systems?

Contracts must be compliant with the FAR/DFAR and new business
rules as stated in the JCONOPS located at www.dfas.mil/library.

5. How will EFT rejects be handled under DPPS/DCD? Should they be re-
entitled or create the EFT through SRD-1?

EFT rejects will not be re-entitled even though the original line
of accounting will be cited on the collection voucher. Disbursing
will automatically create the collection voucher that will
include an indicator so that the DCD will not forward the
collection to DPPS. The DCD will hold the EFT rejected
transaction until the Corporate Electronic Funds Transfer (CEFT)
is updated with revised EFT data and then automatically prepare
the disbursement voucher to pay the contractor.

6. How will invoices with transportation lines that exceed the review
threshold be handled?

http://www.dfas.mil/library
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If the transportation invoice exceeds the review threshold, the
transportation line item is put on hold pending approval of the
Transportation Officer. Other payable line items will be paid in
accordance with the contract.

7. How will transportation expenses and prompt payment act interest be
reflected in the EFT 820? Will they be segregated from line item
payments in the transaction or will the values simply be added to
the line item amount referenced in the payments?

Transportation charges are treated as a separate line item charge
and will reflect all the information that a normal contract line
item shows to include deductions taken. Interest invoices are
generated when the principle invoice is paid. When treasury
confirmation for the principle invoice is received, DPPS approves
the interest invoice and is selected in the payment batch. It
will contain all its own detail and will reference the principle
invoice.

8. Is the SRD-1 preparation of disbursements manual or is the check
created automatically (as they relate to interest payments from
DPPS)?

Prompt payment interest is an automated process in the future
environment.

9. Can the interest payment be on the same payment as the invoice
payment?

No. DPPS will issue separate payments for the interest that
reference the original contract invoice.

10. How are manual/manuals to be handled in the new environment?

You cannot do a hand typed check in the new environment. This is
a procedural change as well as a management philosophy change.
The reason is that there is no disbursement posting capability in
either DPPS or the DCD. We would be forever out of sync with
accounting if a manual/manual was made. The system is however
capable of generating multiple payment batches each day.

11. How are voids to be handled in the new environment?

There can be no voids in the new environment. System controls
are such that either the whole batch pays or none of the batch
pays. There can however be a cancelled check or EFT payment that
is documented on a collection voucher.

12. How are classified contracts to be handled in the new environment?

There will be no classified contracts in DPPS. A separate work
group is established to address a system for classified contract
payments.

13. Will the new DPPS pay part of an invoice? Will it pick up the
contractor’s invoice number?
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DPPS splits a multiple line item invoice into a single invoice
for each line item for entitlement processing. Each line item
can be paid separately and will reference the vendor’s original
invoice number.

14. Can DPPS handle cost plus and firm fixed price contracts?

Yes

15. Will the new system be able to keep funds separate?

Yes, each CIN will have an associated dollar amount and there can
never be more than one line of accounting (LOA) associated with a
single CIN.

16. How will DPPS handle mixed type contracts?

DPPS will handle mixed type contracts at the line item level.

17. How will DPPS handle special pay instructions?

DPPS will not handle special pay instructions. All invoices must
be line item specific based on business rule #24 located at
www.dfas.mil/library.

18. Will DPPS pay performance-based payments as partials if there is
ACO/PCO approval?

Yes

19. How will routing of invoices (hard copy, EDI and WINS) received by
DFAS between the different payment systems take place (MOCAS, DPPS,
and SAMMS)?

The payment office DoDAAC will be a primary indicator.

20. What changes will be required for EDI/WINS transmissions?

DPPS will not require any changes for EDI/WINS transmissions.
Access will remain the same as it is in the current environment.

21. How will contractors access the DCW for contract, payment, and etc.
information?

Contractors will not have direct access to the DCW. VPIS will
continue to be the contractor’s tool to use in researching
invoice status.

a. Will there be a "VPIS" or an equivalent system for contractor
information or how will each company access data from DPPS?

Yes. VPIS will continue to provide data to contractors.

b. Will access be at the CAGE Code level? (Can we download the
data with "rolled up" cage codes?)

http://www.dfas.mil/library
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There will be VPIS access. Access will be through a “vendor
ID”, i.e. Cage, DUNS, DUNS+4. For corporations desiring a
roll up function there will be the capability for a “super
cage” which will rollup data for all of the cages identified
under it’s purview.

c. What fields/tables will be available to industry? (Need
information similar to what was received in the MOCAS data
access pilot.)

VPIS requirements are still being developed but will be
similar to the data that is currently available in the MOCAS
version of VPIS. The “new” VPIS will be phased in as DPPS
releases are implemented.

d. What reporting tool will be available to access the
information?

It is envisioned that the VPIS interface will contain canned
reports with the ability to filter data through an input
form.

e. What training will be available and when?

Most of the interfaces should be intuitively designed as most
Internet WEB based forms. The WEB site will also have the
appropriate help section provided.

22. How will payments be made? (We have heard that there will be one
check per cage code per day, rather than one check per contract.
We have also heard that payments will be made by CLIN not invoice.)

We will generate one check/EFT payment per vendor site (CAGE
code) per payment batch. Each CLIN will be treated as a separate
invoice, when it is ready to be paid it will be released. CLINS
that are on hold will be maintained in DPPS until they are
payable. The EDI 820, advice of payment or EDT addenda record
will tell the vendor what was paid.

23. Will there be any format or other changes to the 820 remittance
advice report procedures?

No, the structure will not change.

24. Please explain WAWF process for DD250 receipt, acceptance &
payment.

The WAWF process can be found on web site www.dfas.mil/library

25. Will WAWF impact current successful EDI transmissions of DD Form
250s?

WAWF provides another avenue to support EDI initiatives.

26. What is required for contractors to "electronically"
receive/transmit electronic documentation?

http://www.dfas.mil/library
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Contractors should contact the Electronic Commerce Resource
Center (ECRC) at http://www.ecrc.ctc.com with any questions.

27. When will DPPS electronic commerce implementation conventions for
the three invoice types plus performance based payments (PBP) be
available?

EDI 810C for commercial and fast pay, EDI 810P for progress
payments and performance based payments and EDI 810V for cost
vouchers will be available in the 04.00 release.

28. Will contractors be notified when an offset is made for a
deduction?

Yes, contractors will continue to be notified. DPPS processes all
offsets as a part of the invoice payment process. If an offset is
taken it is reported on the advice of payment/vendor record or
EFT addendum record.

29. Currently there is a specified BVN and progress payment numbering
system that must be utilized by contractors. In the future suite
of systems will it require the same mandated numbering system or
whether they can use their own commercial invoice numbers?

The required numbering system will remain in effect.

30. Does DCD have an interface with Debt Management? How will Debt
Management notify DCD, and DPPS of write-offs? How will Debt
Management be notified of accounts receivables over 60 days old? Is
this an automated process? Because of Bankruptcy cases being very
time sensitive and immediate action is required, who is responsible
for the 15-day report required in the FMR.

Debt management will have access to update DPPS of write-offs and
adjustments required. DPPS will notify DCD through the Debt
Forgiveness API of actions taken. There is no electronic
interface with DPPS/DCD and Debt Management for transferring
accounts receivables that are over 60 days old. It will be the
responsibility of DPPS to manually provide a report to Debt
Management.

31. How will the system support "other than DOD funds"?

The DCD will create two new tables to store Other Non-DOD
appropriations. The DCD will create a new commitment input screen
to allow users to create a commitment for non-DOD appropriations.
When the contract arrives with non-DOD appropriation information,
the document number created from the on-line screen will be
matched to the CIN on the 850 transaction. The processing of this
850 transaction will not be any different from a DCD or DPPS
perspective than any other appropriation except that the
obligation, accrual, or disbursement information will not be
forwarded out to any legacy accounting system. The cross-
disbursing charge will be passed to the non-DOD activity through
the normal cross disbursing process. The normal cross disbursing
process for non-DOD appropriations is a manual process. Paper
documents containing the payment voucher information will be sent

http://www.ecrc.ctc.com/
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to the applicable non-DOD activity to be recorded in their
accounting system.

32. Is DPPS going to support cooperative agreements and grants?

Yes, a CIN must be cited on cooperative agreements and grants
with associated obligation amounts. Reference business rule #29
at www.dfas.mil/library

33. Will billing requirements change in the new environment?

Yes, all invoices will require a CLIN with the exception of
finance and progress pay contracts. Reference JCONOPS business
rules located at www.dfas.mil/library.

34. How would receipt and acceptance be processed manually?

Manual receiving reports will be manually input into 861 staging
table in DCD NSOA.

35. Will manual entitlement still be possible when special payment
instructions apply to multi-funded CLINs with informational SLINs?

The system will accommodate multi funded CLIN for non-severable
items related to one line of accounting. Reference business rule
#9 at www.dfas.mil/library.

36. Will manual entitlement still be possible when special payment
instructions apply to progress payments?

Under business rule #24, Contracting Officer approved US progress
payments based on costs will be prorated across the fixed price
line items on the contract. All other line items on the contract
will require payment instructions from the contracting officer.
In absence of payment instruction, proration will be made across
available unliquidated obligations.

37. Can DPPS handle progress payment by lot?

Under business rule #15, unit of measure (lot), quantity, unit
price and extended price will be captured at the CLIN level.
Under business rule #24, Contracting Officer approved US progress
payments based on costs will be prorated across the fixed price
line items on the contract. All other line items on the contract
will require payment instructions from the contracting officer.
In absence of payment instruction, proration will be made across
available unliquidated obligations.

38. How will progress payments be handled in the new environment?

Progress payment maybe billed at the line item level. In the
absence of line items, the payment will be prorated in accordance
with business rule #24. The business rules can be found at
www.dfas.mil/library.

39. Can the new system pay progress payments without contracting
officer approval?

http://www.dfas.mil/library
http://www.dfas.mil/library
http://www.dfas.mil/library
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No, all progress payments require contracting officer approval.
The Contracting Officer has the option of giving a blanket
approval to cover all billing under a specific contract or to
approve each billing on an individual basis.

40. What if more than one remit to address is required?

Initially, vendors will be limited to one remit to per contract.
In the future, DPPS will accommodate multiple remit to per
contract. See business rule #13 at www.dfas.mil/library.

41. What if the remittance is not in the CCR?

Vendors that do business with the DOD will become registered in
the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) unless exempted by the
DFARS. Procurement will provide remit-to data on the contract and
the 850 transaction for those exemptions. See business rule #1 at
www.dfas.mil/library

42. Who do we contact for CEFT questions?

Vendors may call DFAS Columbus at CEFT 1-800-756-4571.

43. Can there be more than one assignee for an assignment of claims?

There can be only one assignee per contract. Conditions are in
accordance with FAR 32.802.

44. Would it be necessary to establish a new CLIN for the undelivered
units with adjusted prices?

If a portion of an existing CLIN is changed, a new CLIN will be
required. All contract modifications that adjust price and
obligation must cite a specific contract line item number (CLIN).

45. How are miscellaneous charges currently handled and how could they
be processed with only a portion of the funds obligated on the
contract?

Miscellaneous charges with the exception of transportation may be
grouped into one CLIN, provided charges are funded with the same
LOA. If needed, a request for additional funds will be required.
Miscellaneous charges will not be paid until funds have been
established.

46. Is the disbursement history purged after a certain period? Is the
data transferred to the DCW after a certain period? How can this
data be brought back into the DPPS once it is purged? How long
would it take to get the data brought back?

There are two terms applicable in the future environment, soft
closed and hard closed. Soft closed means that a contract has
closed, but the records are maintained in DPPS for a to-be-
determined period of time. Hard closed means that the records
are purged from DPPS and are only available in the DCW. History
will be retained in the DCW in accordance with record retention

http://www.dfas.mil/library
http://www.dfas.mil/library
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requirements.

47. How will contracts that are transferred from MOCAS be made to
comply with DPPS business rules? How will they be handled in DPPS
(i.e. those not CLIN specific)

Closeout and conversion strategies are being developed. Any
contract changes for conversion will require a contract
modification.

48. Will the shared data warehouse (SDW) data at MOCAS closure transfer
to the DCW? If we need to go back and research contracts closed
from MOCAS, will the SDW data be available?

There are plans to transfer the SDW data to a data mart. The
DPPS implementation calls for all new contracts issued to be
entered into DPPS. Transitional conversion will be utilized to
move contracts from the legacy systems to DPPS once they are
reconciled. Only the unfinished portion of an existing contract
will go into DPPS. The complete MOCAS history for the converted
contracts will be stored in the DCW.

49. The DCD and DPPS only pull in open contract data (active CLINs,
etc.). How will data be retrieved? How will an archive database
be developed?

The MOCAS historical data will be stored in the DCW. Only the
active portion of an existing contract will be input into
DCD/DPPS along with the balances of any financing payments
remaining to be recouped and any withholds that remain to be
refunded. A query will be developed to pull financial
information simultaneously for a contract from both systems.

50. WINS provide the ability to correct an invoice online. Can we
utilizing the date the original improper invoice was received as
the date received in lieu of the actual date a proper invoice was
received.

No, it would violate the provisions of the Prompt Payment Act.

51. Will the current legacy accounting systems interface with the new
systems?

Yes.

52. Can the number of digits in the dollar amount field be increased so
that payments would not have to be split?

Due to the Treasury Limit of $99,999,999.99, split payments will
continue to be made.

53. Will the vendor pay inquiry system (VPIS) provide visibility of
ACRN level information to the contractors?

The future environment will provide for payment at the contract
line item level (CLIN) in lieu of the ACRN level. Payments at
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the CLIN level will be provided on the VPIS system and advice of
payment/EFT addendum.

54. Can Non-MOCAS download for VPIS be provided?

Download capability for non-MOCAS queries will be available in
the future. Queries are currently available through VPIS.

55. Can notice of CCR renewal be flagged in VPIS?

A system change has been initiated to provide a link to the CCR
database on the first page of VPIS, under General Information.
This link will go to http://ccr.dlis.dla.mil

http://ccr.dlis.dla.mil/

